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(57) ABSTRACT

A semiconductor laser element includes a substrate; a semi-
conductor layer formed on a front surface of the substrate; a
first electrode formed on a back surface of the substrate; a
second electrode formed on a front surface of the semicon-
ductor layer; and at least one mark configured to allow read-
ing of predetermined information, the at least one mark being
formed in at least one of (i) a position on the surface on which
the first electrode is formed, spaced apart from the first elec-
trode and (ii) a position on the surface on which the second
electrode is formed, spaced apart from the second electrode.
The at least one mark is made of a metal material and has a
thickness smaller than a thickness of the electrode that is
formed on the surface on which the at least one mark is
formed.

20 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets
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1
SEMICONDUCTOR LASER ELEMENT AND
METHOD OF MANUFACTURING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to Japanese Patent Appli-
cation No. 2013-205924, filed on Sep. 30, 2013, which is
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present disclosure relates to a semiconductor laser
element and a method of manufacturing the same.

2. Description of Related Art

There has been a method proposed for recording a chip ID
(mark) which indicates a position of the semiconductor chip
on the wafer, from which semiconductor chips are singulated
(refer to JP 2007-243132 A).

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A fine mark cannot be formed with the method referred to
above. Thus, in order to record more information on each
semiconductor chip, an increase in the area of the mark is
required (which may require a reduction in the number of
chips obtained from one wafer).

Thus, an object of certain embodiments of the present
invention is to provide a semiconductor laser element which
allows a fine mark to be formed and a method of manufactur-
ing the same.

According to certain embodiments, the above problem can
be solved as illustrated below.

A semiconductor laser element according to certain
embodiments of the present invention includes a substrate, a
semiconductor layer formed on a front surface of the sub-
strate, a first electrode formed on a back surface of the sub-
strate, a second electrode formed on a front surface of the
semiconductor layer, and a mark for reading predetermined
information which is formed on either of the surfaces on
which the first electrode or the second electrode is formed, at
aposition spaced apart from the electrode, in which the mark
is made of a metal material and has a thickness smaller than
the thickness of the electrode.

A method of manufacturing a semiconductor laser element
according to certain embodiments of the present invention
includes singulating a semiconductor wafer which has a sub-
strate and a semiconductor layer formed on a front surface of
the substrate into individual semiconductor laser elements.
The method includes forming a plurality of first electrodes on
a back surface of the substrate, forming a plurality of second
electrodes on a front surface of the semiconductor layer,
forming marks, which allow reading of predetermined infor-
mation, on either of the surfaces on which the first electrode
or the second electrode is formed, at a position spaced apart
from the either one of the electrodes, with a metal material
and a thickness smaller than the thickness of the electrode,
before or after the forming the plurality of the first electrodes
and the forming the plurality of the second electrodes, or after
either the forming the plurality of the first electrodes or the
forming the plurality of the second electrodes, and singulat-
ing the semiconductor wafer into individual semiconductor
laser elements so that each elements includes the mark, after
the forming the plurality of the first electrodes, the forming
the plurality of the second electrodes, and the forming the
plurality of the marks.
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According to certain embodiments of the present inven-
tion, the semiconductor laser element which stores a lot more
information can be provided at low cost.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A to 1C are schematic views showing a semicon-
ductor laser element 100 according to a first embodiment of
the present invention, in which FIG. 1A is a perspective view
of'the semiconductor laser element 100, FIG. 1B is a top view
of the semiconductor laser element 100, and FIG. 1C is a
bottom view of the semiconductor laser element 100.

FIGS. 2A to 2C are schematic views showing a semicon-
ductor laser element 200 according to a second embodiment
of the present invention, in which FIG. 2A is a perspective
view of the semiconductor laser element 200, FIG. 2B is a top
view of the semiconductor laser element 200, and FIG. 2C is
a bottom view of the semiconductor laser element 200.

FIGS. 3A to 3C are schematic views showing a semicon-
ductor laser element 300 according to a third embodiment of
the present invention, in which FIG. 3A is a perspective view
of'the semiconductor laser element 300, FIG. 3B is a top view
of the semiconductor laser element 300, and FIG. 3C is a
bottom view of the semiconductor laser element 300.

FIG. 4A is a schematic view illustrating one example of a
step of a method of manufacturing each of the semiconductor
laser elements 100 to 300 according to the first to third
embodiments of the present invention showing a semicon-
ductor wafer with a plurality of electrodes formed.

FIG. 4B is a schematic view illustrating one example of a
step of a method of manufacturing each of the semiconductor
laser elements 100 to 300 according to the first to third
embodiments of the present invention showing a semicon-
ductor wafer with a plurality of electrodes formed and a
plurality of marks formed.

FIG. 4C is a schematic view illustrating one example of a
step of a method of manufacturing each of the semiconductor
laser elements 100 to 300 according to the first to third
embodiments of the present invention showing an individual
laser element obtained after singulating the wafer.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention will be described
below with reference to the accompanying drawings.
Semiconductor Laser Element 100 According to the First
Embodiment of the Present Invention

FIGS. 1A to 1C are schematic views showing a semicon-
ductor laser element 100 according to the first embodiment of
the present invention, in which FIG. 1A is a perspective view
of'the semiconductor laser element 100, FIG. 1B is a top view
of the semiconductor laser element 100, and FIG. 1C is a
bottom view of the semiconductor laser element 100.

As shown in FIGS. 1A to 1C, the semiconductor laser
element 100 according to the first embodiment of the present
invention includes a substrate 10, a semiconductor layer 20
formed on a front surface of the substrate 10, a first electrode
30 formed on a back surface of the substrate 10, a second
electrode 40 formed on a front surface of the semiconductor
layer 20, and a mark 50 for reading predetermined informa-
tion which is formed on either of the surfaces on which the
first electrode or the second electrode is formed, at a position
spaced apart from the electrode, in which the mark is made of
ametal material and has a thickness smaller than the thickness
of'the electrode.
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Each component will be described below.
Substrate 10

The substrate 10 is a conductive substrate, and made of a
semiconductor, for example. For the semiconductor, a nitride
semiconductor may be employed. Examples of the nitride
semiconductor include In,Al,Ga, ;N (0=X,0=Y, X+Y<1).
Also, GaN may be typically used as InyAl,Ga, ;N (0=X,
0<Y, X+Y=l1).

Semiconductor Layer 20

The semiconductor layer 20 is formed on the front surface
of'the substrate 10. The semiconductor layer 20 may be made
of'a nitride semiconductor. Examples of the nitride semicon-
ductor include In,Al,Ga, ,.,N (0=X, 0=Y, X+Y=l). A
stacked layer of plurality of layers can be used for the semi-
conductor layer 20. An example of the semiconductor layer
20 made of laminated stacked layer of plurality of layers
includes a first conductivity-type semiconductor layer (such
as an n-type layer 21), a light emission layer 22, and a second
conductivity-type semiconductor layer (such as a p-type layer
23) in this order on the substrate 10.

A width W of the semiconductor layer 20 (a length in a
direction perpendicular to an extending direction L. of an
optical waveguide in a top view, and the same applies to the
following) is 300 um or less, for example. In the semiconduc-
tor laser element 100 of the first embodiment, the width W of
the semiconductor layer 20 is equal to a width of the semi-
conductor laser element 100.

First Electrode 30, Second Electrode 40

The first electrode 30 is formed on the back surface of the
substrate 10, and the second electrode 40 is formed on the
front surface of the semiconductor layer 20. For example, the
first electrode 30 is an n-side electrode, and the second elec-
trode 40 is a p-side pad electrode.

Each of the first electrode 30 and the second electrode 40 is
made of a metal material. The metal material is not particu-
larly limited, but for example, Aumay be employed for amain
metal material of the first electrode 30 and the second elec-
trode 40. In the specification, the term “main metal material”
refers to a metal material used in a thickest layer, in the case
where the first electrode 30 or the second electrode 40 is made
of multiple layers, for example. For example, in the case
where the second electrode 40 is made of multiple layers such
as three layers of Ni, Pd, and Au stacked in this order on the
semiconductor layer 20, and the uppermost layer of Au is
thickest, the main metal material of the second electrode 40 is
Au. The shape of the second electrode 40 in a plan view is not
specifically limited as long as a region for disposing the mark
50 can be secured, but as shown in FIG. 1B, in the case where
the second electrode 40 has a projection portion, which has a
large width, in the vicinity of a center of the element, the mark
50 can be formed on either the light emission end face A side
or the light reflection end face B side, so that the formation
position of the mark 50 can be easily changed. Furthermore,
the projection portion of the second electrode 40 can be used
as a guide at the time of wire bonding. In the specification, the
term “width of the second electrode 40” refers to a length in
the same direction as that of the width W of the semiconductor
layer 20.

Mark 50
Surface on which Mark 50 is Formed

The mark 50 is formed on either of the surfaces on which
the first electrode 30 or the second electrode 40 is formed.

The term “on the surface” refers that the mark 50 may be
directly formed on either of the surfaces on which the first
electrode 30 or the second electrode 40 is formed, or that the
mark 50 may be formed on the surface on which the elec-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

trodes is formed with another member (such as insulating film
60) interposed between the mark 50 and the surface.

In the case where the mark 50 is formed on the surface
having the second electrode 40 (that is, on the front surface of
the semiconductor layer 20) via the insulating film 60 (see
FIGS.1Ato 1C), the mark 50 is not in contact with the surface
on which the electrode is formed, so that it is possible to
prevent an electrical defect due to the mark 50 made of the
metal material. Examples of the insulating film 60 include a
Si0, film, a SiN film, and ZrO, film.

In the case where the mark 50 is formed on the surface
having the first electrode 30 (that is, on the back surface of the
substrate 10), the mark 50 may be formed via an insulating
film formed in a region except for at least a region on which
the first electrode 30 is formed, or the mark 50 may be directly
formed on the back surface of the substrate 10 without dis-
posing the insulating film. Usually in the semiconductor laser
element, an insulating layer is not provided on the back sur-
face of the substrate 10, so that disposing the mark 50 directly
on the back surface of the substrate 10 can eliminate opera-
tions other than disposing of the mark 50 in this stage of the
manufacturing.

Position of Mark 50

The mark 50 is formed at a position spaced apart from the
electrode. In one example in which the mark 50 is positioned
spaced apart from the electrode, in the case where the mark 50
is formed on the surface having the second electrode 40, a
ridge 23a is formed on the front surface of the semiconductor
layer 20, a connection portion of the second electrode 40 to be
connected to an external power supply is arranged on one of
two portions of a surface region of the semiconductor layer 20
sectioned by the ridge 234, and the mark 50 is arranged on the
side where the connection portion is arranged in the surface
region of the semiconductor layer 20 sectioned by the ridge
23a (see FIGS. 1A to 1C). According to the example, it
becomes possible to reduce the area of the other portion of the
surface region of the semiconductor layer 20 sectioned by the
ridge 23a in which the second electrode 40 and the mark 50
are not arranged so as to reduce the width of the semiconduc-
torlaser element 100. Thus, the number of the elements which
can be obtained from the one wafer can be increased. The
connection portion of the second electrode 40 is a portion
connected to a wire or the like, generally formed with a larger
width than other portions. In the first embodiment of the
present invention, as shown in FIG. 1B, the projection portion
of'the second electrode 40 is the connection portion.

In another example in which the mark 50 is positioned
spaced apart from the electrode, in the case where the mark 50
is formed on the surface having the second electrode 40, the
mark 50 is formed closer to the light emission end face A than
to the light reflection end face B (see FIGS. 1A to 1C).
According to the example light emitted from the semiconduc-
tor later element 100 other than the light traveling along the
light guide is absorbed by the mark 50, so that the semicon-
ductor laser element 100 can be provided to hardly generate a
ripple in a far-field pattern (FFP) of a laser light.

In another example in which the mark 50 is positioned
spaced apart from the electrode, in the case where the mark 50
is formed on the surface having the first electrode 30, the first
electrode 30 is formed so as to have a projection portion
(having a large width) in the planar view, and the mark 50 is
formed in a region in which the first electrode 30 is not formed
on the back surface of the substrate 10 (see FIGS. 2A to 2C),
or the first electrode 30 is formed in almost the whole region
on the back surface of the substrate 10 other than the region in
which the mark 50 is formed (see FIGS. 3A to 3C).
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Shape of Mark 50

The mark 50 is formed into a shape which allows reading of
predetermined information. Examples of the mark 50 include
a two-dimensional code and a several-digit numbers. The
mark 50 shown in FIG. 1B is an example of the two-dimen-
sional code serving as a data matrix in which two adjacent
sides of four sides in a rectangular shape are linear alignment
patterns. In FIG. 1B, the alignment pattern is disposed close
to the end face of the element, but the alignment pattern may
disposed close to the center of the element. Further, examples
of the predetermined information include position informa-
tion in the semiconductor wafer 400 before the semiconduc-
tor laser elements 100 are singulated into individual pieces.
The position information may show which row and column
the element is positioned. In the case where an element is
formed from a two-inch wafer so as to have a width of about
100 um to about 200 pm, the number of rows and the columns
will be two or more digits. According to the first embodiment
of the present invention, the mark 50 having a fine shape can
be formed, so that even when the mark 50 has the large
amount of information as described above, it can be formed in
alimited region. The information stored in the mark 50 can be
read in such a manner that, for example, an image that is
photographed optically is decoded by a reading apparatus (a
reading apparatus for reading a two-dimensional code, for
example).

Material of Mark 50

The mark 50 is made of a metal material. Thus, it becomes
possible to optically take a photograph in which light and
darkness are clearly distinguished (photograph with high
contrast), compared with a case where the mark 50 is made of
a transparent material such as a resin material, so that the
information can be easily read from the mark 50.

The metal material of the mark 50 is not limited, but a metal
material other than Au may be employed. Since Au has high
ductility, the use of a metal material other than Au can facili-
tate forming of the mark 50 with a fine shape.

The mark 50 may be made of a metal material which
includes a main metal component different from a main metal
material of either the first electrode 30 or the second electrode
40. In this case, the mark 50 can be easily distinguished from
either the first electrode 30 or the second electrode 40, which
facilitates reading of the information from the mark 50. In
addition, the first electrode 30 and the second electrode 40 are
generally made of an electrode material having high ductility,
so that with the use of a metal material different from the
material of either the first electrode 30 or the second electrode
40 as a main metal material, the mark 50 having a fine shape
can be easily formed.

The expression “the case where the mark 50 is made of a
metal material which includes a main metal material different
from the main metal material of either the first electrode 30 or
the second electrode 40 refers to a case where, for example,
the main metal material which is used for either the first
electrode 30 or the second electrode 40 is Au, and the mark 50
is made of a metal material which includes a main metal
material other than Au (such as Pt).

The expression “main metal material of the mark 50” refers
to a metal material used for a thickest layer in the case where
the mark 50 is made of multiple layers. For example, in the
case where the mark 50 is formed by sequentially stacking
two layers of Ni and Pt from the semiconductor layer 20 side,
and the uppermost layer of Pt is thickest, Pt is the main metal
material of the mark 50.

In a configuration in which the mark 50 is formed with a
multilayer structure on a surface having the second electrode
40, the layer which is in contact with the front surface of the
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semiconductor layer 20 (a surface of the insulating film 60 in
the case where the second electrode 40 is formed on the front
surface of the semiconductor layer 20 via the insulating film
60) may be made of a material which has good adhesion with
the surface of the semiconductor (or the surface of the insu-
lating film 60) and is not reactive with the insulating film 60
(Ni etc., in the case where the insulating film 60 is made of
Si0,). In the case where the mark 50 is formed on the surface
having the second electrode 40 and is not covered with a
protective film, the uppermost layer of the mark 50 is prefer-
ably made of a metal material (such as Pt) which is not easily
subjected to discoloration and/or deterioration.

Thickness of Mark 50

The mark 50 has a thickness T1 which is smaller than either
of the thicknesses T2 or T3 of the first electrode 30 or the
second electrode 40 (T1<T2, or T1<T3), respectively. With
this, the mark 50 having a fine shape can be easily formed.
Also, the mark 50 can be easily distinguished from either the
first electrode 30 or the second electrode 40, so that the
information can be easily read from the mark 50. In the case
where a wire is bonded to either the first electrode 30 or the
second electrode 40 by using wire bonding technique, the
mark 50 does not obstruct the wire bonding. The use of wire
bonding is shown as an example, but is not limited thereto.
Further, the semiconductor laser element 100 can be mounted
on a submount etc., via an electrically conductive member
such as AuSn with a surface opposite to the surface having the
mark 50.

In the case where the mark 50 has a thickness T1 which is
smaller than either of the thicknesses T2 or T3 of the first
electrode 30 or the second electrode 40 (T1<T2, or T1<T3),
respectively, for example, the thickness T1 of the mark 50
may be equal to or less than 70%, 50%, or 10% with respect
to the thickness T2 or T3 of the electrodes. More specific
examples include the case where the thickness T1 of the mark
50 is about 55 nm while the thickness T2 or T3 of either of the
electrodes is about 1 pm. Further, in order to form the mark
having the fine shape with a higher degree of accuracy, the
thickness T1 of the mark 50 is preferably 200 nm or less.

In a configuration in which the mark 50 is formed on the
surface having the second electrode 40, and the mark 50 is
formed via the insulating film 60, the thickness T3 of the
second electrode 40 to be compared with the thickness T1 of
the mark 50 is preferably the thickness T3 of the second
electrode 40 formed on the insulating film 60. For example, in
the case where a contact electrode 70 is formed on an upper
surface of the ridge 23a, and a p-side pad electrode 40 is
formed so as to extend from the contact electrode 70 toward
the insulating film 60, the thickness T1 of the mark 50 is
preferably smaller than the thickness T3 of the p-side pad
electrode 40 which serves as the second electrode.

Size of Mark 50

The mark 50 may have a size within a range of a rectangle
which has a longitudinal dimension of 200 pm and a lateral
dimension of 200 um. In the specification, the longitudinal
dimension means a length in the same direction as that of the
width W of the semiconductor layer 20, and the lateral dimen-
sion means a length in the same direction as the extending
direction L. of the optical waveguide of the semiconductor
laser element 100. Further, the mark 50 may have a shape
elongated in the lateral direction along the optical waveguide.
In this case, the semiconductor laser element 100 can be made
with a width of 200 um or less, for example, which can
increase the number of the elements obtained from a single
wafer. Further, the mark 50 has a fine shape which can store a
large amount of information, so that even with a size within
the above range, lots of information can be recorded in the
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semiconductor laser element 100. Especially, a two-dimen-
sional code is preferably employed.

In the semiconductor laser element 100 according to the
first embodiment described above, the mark 50 is made of a
metal material and has a thickness smaller than that of either
of the electrodes, so that a fine mark 50 can be formed.

Reduction of the area of the semiconductor layer 20
increases the number of the elements which can be obtained
from a single wafer, but an optical waveguide length formed
in the length direction of the semiconductor layer 20 is deter-
mined by the characteristics of the semiconductor laser ele-
ment 100, and especially, in the case of GaN-based semicon-
ductor laser elements 100, an optical waveguide length of
more than 1 mm has been increasingly employed recently.
Therefore, in order to reduce the area of the semiconductor
layer 20, the width W of the semiconductor layer 20 is to be
reduced instead of the length of the optical waveguide in the
extending direction L. However, according to the first
embodiment of the present invention, the fine mark 50 can be
formed, so that even when the width W of the semiconductor
layer 20 is reduced, a lot more information can be recorded in
the semiconductor laser element 100.

In addition, according to the semiconductor laser element
100, a step difference X may be provided by partially remov-
ing the semiconductor layer 20 in the vicinity of a side surface
of the element (for example, in the case where a PN junction
of'the semiconductor layer 20 on the dislocation dense region
is removed in order to prevent a leak current caused in a
dislocation dense region of the nitride semiconductor sub-
strate 10). In this case, in the semiconductor laser element
100, a region which allows formation of the mark 50 is rela-
tively reduced. However, according to the first embodiment of
the present invention, the fine mark 50 can be formed, so that
a lot more information can be recorded even in this small
region.

Semiconductor Laser Element 200 According to the Second
Embodiment of the Present Invention

FIGS. 2A to 2C are schematic views showing a semicon-
ductor laser element 200 according to a second embodiment
of the present invention, in which FIG. 2A is a perspective
view of the semiconductor laser element 200, FIG. 2B isa top
view of the semiconductor laser element 200, and FIG. 2C is
a bottom view of the semiconductor laser element 200.

As shown in FIGS. 2A to 2C, according to the semicon-
ductor laser element 200 in the second embodiment of the
present invention, the mark 50 is formed on the surface on
which the first electrode 30 is formed, which differs from the
semiconductor laser element 100 in the first embodiment of
the present invention in which the mark 50 is formed on the
surface on which the second electrode 40 is formed. Accord-
ing to the semiconductor laser element 100 in the first
embodiment of the present invention, the mark 50 is formed
on the surface having the second electrode 40, so that the
predetermined information can be read from the mark 50
when the semiconductor laser element 100 is used as a face-
up mounting element. Meanwhile, according to the semicon-
ductor laser element 200 in the second embodiment of the
present invention, the mark 50 is formed on the surface having
the first electrode 30, so that predetermined information can
be read from the mark 50 when the semiconductor laser
element 200 is used as a face-down mounting element. That
is, the semiconductor laser element 200 can be used as the
face-down mounting element, with the second electrode 40
mounted on a sub-mount via an electrically conductive mem-
ber and a wire connected to the first electrode 30. Further, as
shown in FIG. 2C, in the case where the first electrode 30 has
a projection portion having a large width, in the vicinity of a
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center of the element, the mark 50 can be formed on either
side of the light emission end face A or the light reflection end
face B, so that the position of the mark 50 can be easily
changed. The projection portion of the first electrode 30 may
be used as a guide at the time of wire bonding.
Semiconductor Laser Element 300 According to the Third
Embodiment of the Present Invention

FIGS. 3A to 3C are schematic views showing a semicon-
ductor laser element 300 according to a third embodiment of
the present invention, in which FIG. 3A is a perspective view
of'the semiconductor laser element 300, FIG. 3B is a top view
of the semiconductor laser element 300, and FIG. 3C is a
bottom view of the semiconductor laser element 300.

As shown in FIGS. 3A to 3C, the semiconductor laser
element 300 in the third embodiment of the present invention
differs from the semiconductor laser element 200 in the sec-
ond embodiment of the present invention in a shape of the first
electrode 30 formed on the back surface of the substrate 10.
According to the semiconductor laser element 300 in the third
embodiment of the present invention, the area of the first
electrode 30 formed on the back surface of the substrate 10 is
larger than that of the semiconductor laser element 200 in the
second embodiment of the present invention. This arrange-
ment allows for a plurality of wires to be connected thereto, so
that a current can be easily diffused, and heat radiation prop-
erties can be improved.

Method of Manufacturing

FIGS. 4A to 4C are schematic views for describing one
example of a method of manufacturing each of the semicon-
ductor laser elements 100 to 300 in the above-described first
to third embodiments.

As shown in FIGS. 4A to 4C, each of the semiconductor
laser elements 100 to 300 in the above-described first to third
embodiments of the present invention can be manufactured
by a method including singulating a semiconductor water 400
which has a substrate 10 and a semiconductor layer 20 formed
on a front surface of the substrate 10 into individual semicon-
ductor laser elements. The method includes forming a plural-
ity of the first electrodes 30 on the back surface of the sub-
strate 10, forming a plurality of the second electrodes 40 on
the front surface of the semiconductor layer 20, forming the
marks 50 which allow reading of predetermined information
and are made of a metal material, with a thickness smaller
than the thickness of either the first electrode 30 or the second
electrode 40, on the surface on which the electrode is formed,
s0 as to be positioned spaced apart from the electrode, before
or after the forming the plurality of the first electrodes and
forming the plurality of the second electrodes, or between the
forming the plurality of the one electrodes and the forming the
plurality of the other electrodes (in other words, after the
forming the first electrodes and before the forming the second
electrodes, or after the forming the second electrodes and
before the forming the first electrodes), and singulating the
semiconductor wafer 400 into individual pieces so that the
mark 50 is included in each pieces, after the forming the
plurality of the first electrodes, the forming the plurality of the
second electrodes, and forming the plurality of the marks.

The method will be described below in order of operations.
Forming First Electrodes and Forming Second Electrodes

First, as shown in FIG. 4A, a semiconductor wafer 400
having the substrate 10 and the semiconductor layer 20
formed on the front surface of the substrate 10 is prepared, the
plurality of the first electrodes 30 are formed on the back
surface of the substrate 10, and the plurality of the second
electrodes 40 are formed on the front surface of the semicon-
ductor layer 20. The first electrodes 30 may be formed after
forming the second electrodes 40, or vice versa.
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Forming Marks

Next, as shown in FIG. 4B, the marks 50 which allow
reading of predetermined information and are made of a
metal material are formed on either of the surfaces on which
the first electrodes 30 or the second electrodes 40 are formed,
s0 as to be positioned spaced apart from the electrodes, with
a thickness T1 smaller than the thicknesses T2 or T3 of the
electrode (T1<T2, or T1<T3). FIGS. 4A to 4C show an
example in the case where the marks 50 are formed on the
surfaces on which the second electrodes 40 are formed. Also
in FIG. 4B, the plurality of the marks 50 are illustrated with a
same pattern, but different patterns may be employed respec-
tively. In the case where position information within the wafer
to be recorded in each ofthe marks 50, as described above, the
patterns will be different respectively.

The forming marks may be performed after the forming the
first electrodes 30 and the forming the second electrodes 40,
or before the forming the first electrodes 30 and the forming
the second electrodes 40.

The forming the marks may be performed after the forming
the first electrodes and before the forming the second elec-
trodes. Alternatively, the forming the marks may also be
performed after the forming the second electrodes and before
the forming the first electrodes. That is, the forming the marks
may be performed between the forming the one electrodes
and the forming the other electrodes. For example, after the
second electrodes 40 are formed, the marks 50 are formed,
and then the first electrodes 30 are formed.

In the case where the marks 50 are formed on the surfaces
onwhich the second electrodes 40 are formed, before forming
the marks, the insulating film 60 may be formed at least on the
region other than the region in which the second electrode 40
is formed on the front surface of the semiconductor layer 20,
and then, the marks 50 may be formed on the front surface of
the semiconductor layer 20 via the insulating film 60.
Singulating

Next, after forming the first electrodes, forming the second
electrodes, and forming the marks, the wafer is singulated
along dividing lines 80a and 805 shown in FIG. 4B, and the
individual pieces are obtained from the semiconductor wafer
400 so that the mark 50 is included in the individual pieces as
shown in FIG. 4C.

With the method of manufacturing the semiconductor laser
elements according to the embodiments of the present inven-
tion, forming the marks is separately performed from forming
the first electrodes and forming the second electrodes, so that
the marks 50 can be formed respectively with a thickness and
material different from those of the first electrodes 30 and the
second electrodes 40, respectively, so that it is possible to
efficiently manufacture the semiconductor laser elements 100
to 300 according to the first to third embodiments of the
present invention.

The embodiments of the present invention described above
are respectively of one example of the present invention, and
the present invention is not limited to the above descriptions.

What is claimed is:

1. A semiconductor laser element comprising:

a substrate;

a semiconductor layer formed on a front surface of the

substrate;

a first electrode formed on a back surface of the substrate;

a second electrode formed on a front surface of the semi-

conductor layer; and

at least one mark configured to allow reading of predeter-

mined information, the at least one mark being formed in
a position on the surface on which the second electrode
is formed, spaced apart from the second electrode,
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wherein the at least one mark is made of a metal material
and has a thickness smaller than a thickness of the sec-
ond electrode,

wherein the second electrode has a connection portion

configured to be connected to an external power supply,
the connection portion having a larger width than a
remainder of the second electrode,

wherein the mark is separated from the connection portion

in a length direction of the second electrode,

wherein the front surface of the semiconductor layer has a

ridge, and

wherein the connection portion is arranged on one of two

portions of a surface region of the semiconductor layer
sectioned by the ridge, and the mark is arranged on the
same portion of the surface region as the connection
portion.

2. The semiconductor laser element according to claim 1,
wherein the mark is made of a metal material other than Au.

3. The semiconductor laser element according to claim 1,
wherein the mark is made of a metal material including a main
metal material that is different from a main metal material of
the electrode.

4. The semiconductor laser element according to claim 3,
wherein the main metal material of the electrode is Au, and
the main metal material of the mark is a metal material other
than Au.

5. The semiconductor laser element according to claim 4,
wherein the main metal material of the mark is Pt.

6. The semiconductor laser element according to claim 1,
wherein the mark has a thickness equal to or less than 50% of
the thickness of'the electrode that is formed on the surface on
which the mark is formed.

7. The semiconductor laser element according to claim 1,
wherein the mark is a two-dimensional code.

8. The semiconductor laser element according to claim 1,
wherein the predetermined information is position informa-
tion of the semiconductor laser element in a semiconductor
wafer before the semiconductor laser elements are singulated
into individual pieces.

9. The semiconductor laser element according to claim 1,
wherein the mark is formed closer to a light emission end face
than to a light reflection end face.

10. The semiconductor laser element according to claim 1,
wherein an insulating film is interposed between the mark and
the front surface.

11. A method of manufacturing a semiconductor laser ele-
ment comprising:

providing a semiconductor wafer having a substrate and a

semiconductor layer formed on a front surface of the
substrate;

forming a plurality of first electrodes on a back surface of

the substrate;

forming a plurality of second electrodes on a front surface

of the semiconductor layer, wherein each second elec-
trode has a connection portion configured to be con-
nected to an external power supply, the connection por-
tion having a larger width than a remainder of the second
electrode;

forming a plurality of marks configured to allow reading of

predetermined information, the plurality of marks being
formed in positions on the surface on which the second
electrode is formed, spaced apart from the second elec-
trodes, wherein the marks are made of a metal material
and have a thickness smaller than a thickness of the
electrodes that are formed on the surface on which the
marks are formed, and wherein each respective mark is
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separated from each respective connection portion in a
length direction of each respective second electrode; and

after forming the plurality of the first electrodes, forming
the plurality of the second electrodes, and forming the
plurality of the marks, singulating the semiconductor
wafer into individual semiconductor laser elements each
including at least one of the marks.

12. The method of manufacturing a semiconductor laser
element according to claim 11, wherein the mark is made of
a metal material with a main metal material different from a
main metal material of the electrode.

13. The method of manufacturing a semiconductor laser
element according to claim 11, wherein the mark is formed
closerto a light emission end face than to a light reflection end
face.

14. The method of manufacturing a semiconductor laser
element according to claim 11, wherein before forming the
mark, an insulating film is formed on the front surface of the
semiconductor layer at least in a region other than a region on
which the second electrode is formed, and the insulating film
is interposed between the mark and the front surface.

15. The method of manufacturing a semiconductor laser
element according to claim 11, wherein the plurality of marks
are formed before forming the plurality of the first electrodes
and forming the plurality of the second electrodes.

16. The method of manufacturing a semiconductor laser
element according to claim 11, wherein the plurality of marks
are formed after forming the plurality of the first electrodes
and forming the plurality of the second electrodes.

17. The method of manufacturing a semiconductor laser
element according to claim 11, wherein the plurality of marks
are formed after forming the plurality of first electrodes.

18. The method of manufacturing a semiconductor laser
element according to claim 11, wherein the plurality of marks
are formed after forming the plurality of second electrodes.

19. A semiconductor laser element comprising:

a substrate;

a semiconductor layer formed on a front surface of the

substrate;

a first electrode formed on a back surface of the substrate;

a second electrode formed on a front surface of the semi-

conductor layer; and

12

at least one mark configured to allow reading of predeter-
mined information, the at least one mark being formed in
a position on the surface on which the first electrode is
formed, spaced apart from the first electrode,

5 wherein the at least one mark is made of a metal material
and has a thickness smaller than a thickness of the first
electrode,

wherein the first electrode has a connection portion con-
figured to be connected to an external power supply, the
connection portion having a larger width than a remain-
der of the second electrode,

wherein the mark is separated from the connection portion
in a length direction of the first electrode.

20. A method of manufacturing a semiconductor laser ele-

ment comprising:

providing a semiconductor wafer having a substrate and a
semiconductor layer formed on a front surface of the
substrate;

forming a plurality of first electrodes on a back surface of
the substrate, wherein each first electrode has a connec-
tion portion configured to be connected to an external
power supply, the connection portion having a larger
width than a remainder of the second electrode;

forming a plurality of second electrodes on a front surface
of the semiconductor layer;

forming a plurality of marks configured to allow reading of
predetermined information, the plurality of marks being
formed in positions on the surface on which the first
electrode is formed, spaced apart from the first elec-
trodes, wherein the marks are made of a metal material
and have a thickness smaller than a thickness of the
electrodes that are formed on the surface on which the
marks are formed, and wherein each respective mark is
separated from each respective connection portion in a
length direction of each respective first electrode; and

after forming the plurality of the first electrodes, forming
the plurality of the second electrodes, and forming the
plurality of the marks, singulating the semiconductor
wafer into individual semiconductor laser elements each
including at least one of the marks.
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